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Pre-1996 

ÅLittle known about Lake Sturgeon 
Populations in the SCDRS 

ÅRecreational fishery was present 
but unmonitored 

ÅNo targeted assessments 

ÅStatewide Rehabilitation Plan in 
development 

ïInformation gaps identified 

 



MDNR Lake Sturgeon Study 

ÅBegan in 1996 

ÅPurpose: 

ïAnnually document status and dynamics 

ïAid in conservation and sound management 



Primary Survey Techniques 

Setlines Trawling 



Primary Survey Techniques 



Data Collection 

ÅLength, weight, and girth 

ÅSex and maturity 

ÅFin ray for aging (TL < 1,016 mm) 

ÅLamprey scars 

ÅAbnormalities 

ÅTag (PIT and Monel) 



Recreational Fishery Monitoring 

ÅRegulations 

ïFishing season July 16 to Nov. 30; possession 
season July 16 to Sept. 30 

ï1 fish per year; 1,067 to 1,270 mm harvest slot 
limit 

ïHarvested fish must be registered (online or toll 
free phone-in) 

ÅSturgeon patch 


